
CULTURE, HERITAGE AND LIBRARIES COMMITTEE 
 

Monday, 3 March 2014  
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Culture, Heritage and Libraries Committee held 
at the Guildhall EC2 at 11.30am 

 
Present 
 
Members: 
John Scott (Chairman) 
Vivienne Littlechild (Deputy Chairman) 
Christopher Boden 
Deputy Billy Dove 
Deputy Anthony Eskenzi 
Kevin Everett 
Lucy Frew 
Tom Hoffman 
Wendy Hyde 
Jamie Ingham Clark 
Sylvia Moys 
Barbara Newman 
 

Graham Packham 
Alderman Dr Andrew Parmley 
Ann Pembroke 
Judith Pleasance 
Deputy Gerald Pulman 
Stephen Quilter 
Deputy Richard Regan 
Alderman William Russell 
Deputy Dr Giles Shilson 
Mark Wheatley 
Alderman David Graves (Ex-Officio 
Member) 
Deputy Catherine McGuinness (Ex-Officio 
Member) 
 

 
Officers: 
Matthew Pitt - Town Clerk's Department 

Andrew Buckingham - Public Relations Department 

Mark Jarvis - Chamberlain's Department 

Steven Chandler - City Surveyor‟s Department 

Victor Callister - Department of the Built Environment 

David Pearson - Director of Culture, Heritage and Libraries 

Nick Bodger - Culture, Heritage and Libraries Department 

Vicky Carroll - Culture, Heritage and Libraries Department 

Leslie King - Culture, Heritage and Libraries Department 

Emma McGovern - Culture, Heritage and Libraries Department 

David Wight - Culture, Heritage and Libraries Department 

 
 

1. APOLOGIES  
Apologies were received from Mark Boleat, Deputy the Revd. Stephen Haines, 
Brian Harris, Jeremy Mayhew and Emma Price.  
 

2. MEMBERS' DECLARATIONS UNDER THE CODE OF CONDUCT IN 
RESPECT OF ITEMS ON THE AGENDA  
There were no declarations.  
 
 



3. MINUTES  
The public minutes and summary of the meeting held on 27 January 2014 were 
approved.  
 
Pocketbook Working Party 
The Chairman advised the Committee that the Working Party had held its first 
meeting and invited Aldermen to attend. 
 
City of London Festival 
The Chairman advised the Committee that the City of London Festival budget, 
approved by the Committee on 27 January, had now been approved by the 
Finance Committee.   
 

4. KEATS HOUSE CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES  
The Committee received the minutes of the Keats House Consultative 
Committee meeting held on 6 February 2014.  
 
In response to a Member‟s question, the Chairman confirmed that the City had 
been advised by London Borough of Camden that to hold a licence for 
marriages and withdraw the ability to hold ceremonies for a period of time was 
not permitted under the legislation governing marriage licences.  
 

5. CORPORATE GOVERNANCE - SCHEME OF DELEGATIONS AND 
STANDING ORDERS  
The Committee received a report of the Town Clerk seeking approval to the 
revised delegations relating to the Director of Culture, Heritage and Libraries. 
 
In Response to a Member‟s question, the Director of Culture, Heritage and 
Libraries confirmed that the Scheme of Delegations applied only to operational 
decisions. The Town Clerk added that substantive matters were always 
delegated to the Town Clerk in consultation with Chairmen and Deputy 
Chairmen after which a report of action taken would be brought before all 
members the committee. 
 
RESOLVED – That,  
 

a) the delegations relating to the Director of Culture, Heritage and Libraries 
as set out in the appendix to the report be approved, subject to the 
approval of the Policy and Resources Committee of the overall Scheme 
of Delegation; and 

b) the proposed amendment to Standing orders relating to the declaration 
of operation property assets which are surplus to requirements.  

 
6. SHOE LANE LIBRARY PRESENTATION  

The Committee received a presentation by the Principal Librarian, Community 
Libraries.  
 
The presentation covered the following areas:-  
 

 Partnership working; 



 High usage of the library when compared to five other London Boroughs; 

 98.5% satisfaction rating from library users 

 Skills for Life, employability, study space and education outreach for 
Schools and city workers; 

 Future opportunities; and 

 Poor signage as a limitation. 
 
The Chairman thanked the Principal and his staff for the library‟s work with 
residents, workers and people from neighbouring boroughs.  
 
In response to a Member‟s question, the Director of Culture, Heritage and 
Libraries reported that current weekend opening hours reflected lower demand 
levels on the weekends and the need to maximise resources available. 
 

7. CULTURE HERITAGE & LIBRARIES BUSINESS PLAN 2013-2015 - Q3 
MONITORING REVIEW  
The Committee received a report of the Director of Culture, Heritage and 
Libraries informing Members of progress made in quarter 3 against the 
objectives and key performance indicators) set out in the Culture Heritage & 
Libraries Department‟s Business Plan 2013-2015.   
 
In response to a Member‟s question concerning water ingress in the Guildhall 
Library, the Director of Culture, Heritage and Libraries advised Members that 
the matter was being investigated together with the City Surveyor‟s Department 
and officers would resolve the matter at the earliest opportunity.  
 
In response to another question, the Director referred to a previous discussion 
on the Roman Baths at the Committee and reiterated the works were intended 
to take the site off English Heritage‟s „At Risk‟ register. He added there 
remained no plans to open the site to the public.  
 

8. CITY ARTS INITIATIVE: RECOMMENDATIONS  
The Committee considered a report of the Director of Culture, Heritage and 
Libraries containing the recommendation of the City Arts Initiative relative to 
two projects within the City. 
 
In response to a Member‟s question, the Director of Culture, Heritage and 
Libraries advised that there was a likely economic benefit to the City from 
hosting the Wallace and Gromit Children‟s Charity Trail with any funds raised 
through ticketing and merchandise going to Bristol and Great Ormond Street 
Children‟s Hospitals respectively.   
 
RESOLVED – That, 
 

a) the Wallace & Gromit Children‟s Charity Trail application be 
approved, subject to the applicant securing planning permission 
and other appropriate licenses; and 

b) the relocation of the “Go-Between” ornamental gates be rejected. 
 
 



9. TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2013  
The Committee received a report of the Director of Culture, Heritage and 
Libraries providing Members with the Trustees of Keats House Annual Report 
and Financial Statements for the year ending 31 March 2013.  
 
RESOLVED – that the report be noted. 
 

10. QUESTIONS ON MATTERS RELATING TO THE WORK OF THE 
COMMITTEE  
In response to a Member‟s question, the Director of Culture, Heritage and 
Libraries agreed to present a report at the next meeting of the Committee 
detailing the Lord Mayor‟s Gifts that had been received into the Gifts collection 
in recent years. 
 

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS URGENT  
Plenty and Progress 
A Member highlighted that the Guildhall Art Gallery‟s latest acquisition, Plenty 
and Progress by Mark Titchner, had received good publicity within Art 
Quarterly, the Art Fund‟s magazine. 
 
Public Art Years 3-4: Progress report 
The Committee received a report of the Director of the Built Environment 
updating Members on year 3 of the Sculpture in the City project and seeking 
approval to the funding of  years 4 and 5 (2014 and 2015 respectively). 
 
The Director of the Built Environment gave a presentation highlighting the 
growing success of Sculpture in the City with regard to art in the City and 
partnership working with City businesses. He added that going forward his 
team would be looking to provide exposure for more up and coming artists.  
 
In response to Member‟s questions, the Director of the Built Environment 
advised that as part of the City Visitor Trail, there were tours that take in all the 
sculptures across the City and his team would be examining options for QR 
codes and apps to maximise use of the public‟s smart devices (smart phones, 
tablets etc.). 
 
In response to another question, the Director responded that after some 
difficulties experienced with graffiti in 2013, his team would look to curate works 
that were relatively easily repaired.  
 
RESOLVED – That,  
 

a) the contents of this update report and agree the shortlist of artworks 
considered for Year 4 (attached in Appendix C), be noted. 

b) the additional contribution of £40k (total City contribution £90k) for the 
implementation of this Year‟s project, funded from the interest accrued 
on the S106 obligation connected to the Pinnacle development, be 
approved; 



c) an increase of £4,000 on the budget of Year 3, to cover additional staff 
costs incurred in the delivery of last year‟s project, be approved;  

d) the appointment of Lacuna PR Ltd as a consultant for Year 4 at a cost of 
£50,000 to be funded from the overall project budget, be approved; 

e) a contribution of £90k from the interest accrued on the S106 obligation 
connected to the Pinnacle development, for the implementation of the 
project in Year 5 (2014-2015), be approved; and 

f) delegated authority be granted to the Director of Transportation and 
Public Realm and Head of Finance to adjust the project budget between 
staff costs, fees and works providing the overall budget is not exceeded. 

 
12. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC  

RESOLVED – That under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, 
the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items on the grounds 
that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 
of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act.  
 

Item No. Paragraph No. 
13 – 17 3 
18 & 19 - 

 
 

13. NON PUBLIC MINUTES  
The non-public minutes of the meeting held on 27 January 2014 were 
approved. 
 

14. GATEWAY 4 - DETAILED OPTIONS APPRAISAL: LONDON 
METROPOLITAN ARCHIVE - ROOF PROJECT  
This item was withdrawn.  
 

15. KEATS HOUSE PRICING REVIEW 2014/15  
The Committee approved a report of the Director of Culture, Heritage and 
Libraries.  
 

16. PROPOSED NOVATION OF CITY OF LONDON AGREEMENT WITH 
ANCESTRY.CO.UK  
The Committee approved a report of the Director of Culture, Heritage and 
Libraries.  
 

17. NON PUBLIC QUESTIONS ON MATTERS RELATING TO THE WORK OF 
THE COMMITTEE  
There were no questions.   
 

18. ANY OTHER BUSINESS THAT THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS URGENT 
AND WHICH THE COMMITTEE AGREE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 
WHILST THE PUBLIC ARE EXCLUDED  
There were three urgent items.  
 

 
 



The meeting closed at 12.52pm 
 
 
 

 
Chairman 
 
 
 
Contact Officer: Matthew Pitt 
tel. no.: 020 7332 1425 
Matthew.Pitt@cityoflondon.gov.uk 
 


